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Honey-do's
go on after
splitting up

It is interesting to note that my ex-
wife and | live four blocks apart, four
short blocks at that.

That's because we were divorced
some while ago, for one thing.

Divorced people go through five
stages. Stages one through four, you
want the ex-spouse as far away as
possible; another continent would be
fine. Stage five, you begin to think,
awherever.°

My first ex-wife lives in Dallas.
This is perfect placement. We have
never progressed out of stage four.
You're going to live in another state?
Sounds good.

Getting along with an ex-wife in
another state is a fairly simple task:
just watch your mouth the two or
three times a year when the daugh-
ter you had together brings about a
familial situation ® a dinner here, a
party there.

Getting along with an ex-wife right
around the corner is another matter.

It's a good idea.

It's also easier than the alternative.

Former honey-do's:Ex-spouseswho
get along and live four blocks from
one another are sometimes called up-
on to assume responsibilities and
perform tasks that are tough to ex-
plain or categorize.

It's nothing personal.

It's not good-neighbor stuff.

It's not anything you'd ask the per-
son across the street. Not anything
you'd ask a good friend at work. Not
anything you'd ask a date.

Nearby ex-spousework is not dan-
gerous. But it's close.

It's not that important. But it al-
most is.

Ex-spouse work is important nui-
sance work B that's it exactly.

It's calling your ex-wife to explain
that you forgot to turn off the water
sprinkler in the backyard. Would she
please feel around up in the thorn
bush for the spare gate key and turn
off the water before the garage floats
away?

Peonies from heaven: My ex-wife
called recently to ask if | would
please stop by to help her cover her
peonies before each of the predicted
weekend freezes.

The local TV meteorologists are
pretty good about freezes. You imag-
ine one of them calling Denver and
asking a reporter at a sister station:
aThis is Tulsa. Listen, how cold is it
up there now?°

My ex-wife said that her peonies
were full of buds about to explode B
you could see the tips of colors in
red, salmon and white.

| asked if she had some tall sticks.

She didn't.

a0ld sheets?°

aNo.°

aPlastic?°

aNo.°

aWhat do you have?°

aDozens of peony buds.®

It took an hour to get an old table-
cloth of mine over the flowers.
Would have taken two hours, mar-
ried.

Jay Cronley581-8362
jay.cronley@tulsaworld.com

EMSAchoicesneededby June

By P.J. Lassek
World Staff Writer

Tulsa residents have a decision to
make by June on whether they want
to opt out of a monthly utility fee pro-
gram that gives them ambulance ser-
vice for $43.68 a year.

The City Council approved a plan
last month that would automatically
assessthe city's 115,000 residential
utility customers $3.64 a month for
EMSA service.

That gives every person living in a
residence emergency ambulance ser-
vice for no additional out-of-pocket

Paymantions

s Utility fee p rogram:
$3.64 monthlypayment

$ TotalCare:
$43.68 annualpayment

s Emergency transpo rts rate:
$1,100

costs.

EMSA will continue to bill insur-
ance, Medicare and Medicaid for

transports. For participants in the util-
ity fee program, the ambulance ser-
vice will write off any copayments or
payments, deductibles, or any other
cost for which the patient is financial-
ly responsible. Non-emergency medi-
cal transports also are fully covered,
if insurance or other third-party cov-
erage provides benefits for the ser-
vice.

EMSA also will continue to provide
its TotalCare membership, which of-
fers the same coverage for ambulance
service. The cost has been reduced
to $43.68 to match the total yearly
cost for the utility fee program, but it

has to be paid in full as opposed to
monthly installments.

Residents who don't receive a utili-
ty bill or who reside in apartments
where the owner has opted out of the
utility fee program can join TotalCare.

Residents who opt out will be sub-
ject to a $1,100 charge for an ambu-
lance transport.

EMSA is facing a $2.3 million defi-
cit beginning next fiscal year, which
starts July 1. Since 2001, the federal
government has been reducing its re-
imbursements for Medicare and Med-
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NEIGHBORHOOD CLEANUP

JAMES GIBBARD / Tulsa World

Crutchfield Neighborhood Association President Tony Bluford stands outside a
dilapidated home. The city of Tulsa is working with neighborhood residents to

clean up the area.
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Pawnshop
shooting
victim ID'd

World Staff Writer

A pawnshop clerk killed Friday af-
ter being shot in an attempted armed
robbery has been identified by po-
lice.
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Areameetingset

Crutchfield Neighborhood As-
sociation and the city of Tulsa
will host a meeting at 6 p.m.
Monday at the Mount Horeb
Missionary Baptist Church, 710
N. Peoria Ave.

Residents, businesses and
property owners in Crutchfield,
nearby areas and downtown are
invited to attend to discuss
neighborhood issues and im-
provements.

Rebuildinddlockslittle by little

By LEIGHBELL
World Staff Writer

Paint is peeling off many of the
houses.

Front yards are peppered with clut-
ter B torn mattresses, scraps of
wood, an old car seat.

It seems that the Crutchfield neigh-
borhood is going nowhere.

Then a home around the corner
changes your mind.

It's a small white house with potted
plants on the front porch and a new
brick mailbox.

A freshly painted house down the

street also shines.
There's hope here.

Enough hope for the city of Tulsa
to dedicate resources to rejuvenating
what probably was a neighborhood
before Oklahoma was a state.
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Cody Holmes,
21, was shot once
in the torso and
was taken © a
Tulsa hospital,
where he died,
Capt. Steve Odom
said. Friday's
shooting was Tul-
sa's 18th homicide
of the year.

Police said
Holmes was shot
after three men entered the EZ Pawn
store at 7482 E. Admiral Place about
12:45 p.m. Friday. The men milled
around for a while and then went to
a jewelry display cabinet. Two of the
men asked Holmes to open the cabi-
net and when he did, one of the sus-
pects tried to grab some jewelry.

Holmes

Holmes tried to shut the cabinet,
and one of the men punched him in
the face, police said. The men then
started to leave, but one of them
turned around and shot Holmes.

Two of the men were described as
black, about 18 to 25 years old, 5
feet 9 inches to 5 feet 10 inches tall
and 140 to 160 pounds. One was
wearing a running jacket with white
stripes and a dark stocking cap with
ear flaps. The other was wearing a
dark jacket with a Nike logo on the
front. The jacket had a hood that the
man wore pulled over his head.

The third man was the same race,
age and height but was described as
stocky, about 160 to 170 pounds, po-
lice said. He was wearing a black
waist-length, goose-down coat and a
dark stocking cap with ear flaps.

Witnesses told police the three
men got into a green car, possibly a
1994 to 1996 four-door Mercury
Grand Marquis or Ford Crown Victo-
ria, with large, shiny rims and no li-
cense plate. It was last seen going
south from Admiral Place on 78th
East Avenue.

Funeral services for Holmes are
pending with Moore's Memory Fu-
neral Home.

Jeff Billington 581-8369
jeff.billington@tulsaworld.com

Tulsaschoolboard

By ANDREAEGER
World Staff Writer

The school board will consider a
host of proposed changes in Tulsa
Public Schools, including the contro-
versial closure of a preschool, the
consolidation of two middle schools
and a shift in school start times for
students districtwide.

The board will meet at 7 p.m. Mon-
day at the Education Service Center,
3027 S. New Haven Ave.

After nearly eight months on the
job, Tulsa Superintendent Michael Zol-
koski proposed a lengthy list of
school restructuring and relocation
and a total overhaul of the district's
alternative education programs.

Major initiatives the board is sched-
uled to consider Monday include:

E Closing Bunche Early Childhood
Development Center, 2703 N. York-
town Place, and serving 4-year-oldsat
prekindergarten programs within

TuldAublischogrsoposkeltime

Elementay: 7:55a.m.+ 2:45p.m.
Middle:8:20a.m.+ 3:10p.m.
High:8:50a.m.+ 3:40p.m.

8a.m. 10 Noon g.m. 4
Currebeltimes
Elementay: 8a.m.+ 2:45p.m.
Middle:8:45a.m. = 3:3p.m.
High:8:45a.m. + 3:3p.m.
8a.m. 10 Noon pan. 4
Sourcdulsa Public Schools Tulsa Wc

neighborhood elementary schools

starting in 2007-08; the move is esti-
mated to save the school district

about $383,900.

E Relocating the Margaret Hudson
program for pregnant teens and the
Adult Basic Education Center from
the former Jones Elementary School
facility to the Bunche facility in De-
cember.

E Reopening Jones Elementary

reach city editor Wayne Greene at:

to considermany changes

School, 1515 S. 71st East Ave., in Jan-
uary to accommodate students from
three overcrowded, nearby elementary
schools.

E Closing Lindsey Learning Acade-
my, an alternative education program
for elementary school students at
2740 E. 41st St. North. Expanding
successful Project ACCEPT alternative
education program from Roosevelt El-
ementary School to another four ele-
mentary schools across the district.

E Closing Pershing and Phoenix al-
ternative schools, both located at 1903
W. Easton St., at the end of the cur-
rent school year and establishing a
new alternative school, the Tulsa Aca-
demic Center, in the Lindsey facility.

E Restructuring Franklin Youth
Academy, 1135 S. Allegheny Ave., as
an alternative middle school and re-
assigning high-school students from
Franklin to other alternative pro-
grams, such as Project 12, Street
School or Tulsa Learning Academy.

e news@tulsaworld.com p 581-8326

f 581-8353

E Consolidating Monroe Middle
School, 2010 E. 48th St. North, and
Gilcrease Intermediate School into
one sixth- through eighth-grade mid-
dle school at Gilcrease, 5550 N. Cin-
cinnati Ave.

E Shifting school start and end
times for every school in the district
for the 2007-08 academic year to save
about $246,000 in transportation costs.

E Changing school boundaries
across the district to correspond with
the already approved cluster feeder
pattern, so that elementary and mid-
dle schools will feed into just one
middle or high school, respectively.

The proposed boundary changes
would affect about 1,500 students dis-
trictwide beginning in 2007-08, said
Gary Lytal, assistant superintendent
for school and district accountability.

aThe main reason for this is to
align the schools with the cluster
feeder pattern. But as we could, we
also tried to clean up some boundar-

w  www.tulsaworld.com

ies so students weren't having to
cross expressways to get to school,®
Lytal said.

As an example, Lytal said some stu-
dents who live north of Interstate 244
attend Kendall-Whittier and Bell ele-
mentary schools on the south side of
1-244.

According to the proposed boundar-
ies, most of the affected students
from Bell would attend McKinley,
while most of the affected students
from Kendall-Whittier would attend
Springdale.

The boundary-change proposal also
would establish a new attendance area
for the proposed reopening of Jones
Elementary School, drawing students
who currently attend Bell, Mac-
Arthur and Lindbergh elementary
schools.

Lytal said only prospective fifth-
graders and eighth-graders would be
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