
This is ÔCreek Six,Õ 20 November 2007

It has been a while since I was on active duty for an extended period so life is now a little
different than the civilian life to which I have grown accustomed.  No more hours to bill; just
work to be done.  Days generally start early with breakfast in the dining facility, or ÒDFACÓ
(pronounced Òdee fackÓ) as it is commonly known.  The food is reasonably good, and I have not
yet gone hungry.  Then we train.  I currently have more than eight hundred soldiers in my
Battalion, so there is plenty to do.  Our training includes weapons qualification, IED training,
convoy operations, close quarters combat techniques, communications, Combatives, language
and cultural training to name but a few.  Fortunately, the weather is getting cooler so the body
armor we wear is much more tolerable for now.

We are training in a desert environment, so it looks very much like our final destination.
As part of the largest mobilized force from Oklahoma since the Korean War, I count myself
fortunate to take part in this deployment and historical event.  The soldiers are motivated and
proud to represent Oklahoma.  I hope you are as proud of them as I am.  It is difficult to
appreciate the challenges confronting soldiers who are going to war unless you have done it, so
please keep your citizen soldiers in your prayers.  They are working hard in difficult
circumstances and stressful times, and doing a very fine job.

As I approached a barracks the other day, I
noticed a 9x12 aluminum cake pan shaped like a large
dish sticking out of a window.   Finding this odd, I
investigated. Evidently, one of my Sergeants had
successfully captured the wireless Internet signal from
an adjacent building several hundred yards away using
this makeshift dish.  Internet access is like gold and
ÒJoeÓ is ingenious.

In this picture, I am talking to some of my
troops after rewarding two of them for a job well
done.  The rewardÉ? a Benchmade switchblade knife,
which has been very popular among the soldiers. I am
wearing ballistic eye protection and gloves for
additional safety.  These are standard items of apparel
along with the vest in theater.  Attached to my right
leg is my 9 mm pistol in a drop holster that was given
to me by my good friend, Dr. George Brain.   I carry
my weapon 24/7, and the holster works well, George.

Thanks to everyone who has emailed me.  Though it is sometimes hard to respond since
my Internet access is sporadic, I enjoy receiving news from home.  I hope you have a Happy
Thanksgiving, and enjoy your family.  More later.  ÔCreek Six, out.
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